CHAPTER IV
The Cavendish Laboratory and Professorship of Experimental Physics
1" I 1HE Cavendish Laboratory has played such a large I part in my life that I hope to be pardoned if I say JL something about its history. Though many very great discoveries in physics had been made in Cambridge as far back as Newton's time, it was not until 1869 that steps were taken to have in the University a physical laboratory and a Professor of Experimental Physics. Newton and Stokes had made their experiments in their own rooms with their own apparatus and at their own cost. In the early sixties, however, the importance of science in education was warmly advocated by Huxley, Roscoe and Lockyer along with others, and considerable interest in the teaching of science was aroused. In 1866 Clifton was appointed to a new Chair of Experimental Physics in Oxford and the building of the Clarendon Laboratory was commenced in 1868 and finished in 1872. In Cambridge there was in addition to the general recognition of the importance of science in education a special one for making provision for the teaching of heat, light, electricity and magnetism, for in 1868 these subjects had been added to those included in the Mathematical Tripos, and it was necessary to provide for instruction in diem. A Syndicate appointed in November 1868 to consider how this might best be done, reported in February 1869 in favour of establishing a Professorship and Demonstratorship of Experimental Physics, and the
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